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of his spiritual outpouring dared not stir. With
bated breath they would sit and listen. They
were carried off their feet, as it were, by his
eloquence, they felt as if they were soaring in a
higher sphere, they were entranced. And only
after the Swamiji was silent would they feel
themselves tied again to this mundane existence.
"You have been bitten by the cobra," Swamiji
said one morning, "the poison will have its
effect, you will never be your old selves again,
the Master has accepted you."

Those who had really been "bitten by the
cobra" could not return to their former prac-
tices. The Home of Truth became too narrow a
place for them, they had to breathe a freer air.
The Shanti Ashrama afforded them breathing
space. Here they were with him who "lived
what I have taught you." And under this lov-
ing guidance they also were to live what they
had learned.   Shankari was amongst these,
sincere to the backbone.

Some years after Swami Turiyananda had
returned to India, she contracted a painful dis-
ease.  Patiently and with great courage she
battled with the enemy. She suffered pain with-
out a complaint, she struggled silently. But the
disease had taken a firm hold on her and she
could not shake it off. The end was drawing
near and she realised that her days on earth were
counted. Loving friends surrounded her and
nursed her with tender care. Then one day she
called for one of her most intimate friends whose